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 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter, held on Tuesday 22nd September 2020 commencing at 7pm in the main hall at Mancetter Memorial Hall.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr J Arrowsmith, Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy * Mr P Kelly and Mr P Mann.
*Mrs S Healy joined the meeting by telephone due to shielding.
Parish Clerk


Mrs E Higgins

Finance Assistant

Mrs K Meads
Item 1- Welcome and Coronavirus Risk Assessment
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting and reiterated the risk assessment in place for this COVID-
19 secure building throughout the duration of the meeting. 
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.
There was no recording of the meeting. 
Item 3 – Apologies
Apologies were noted from Mr R Taylor who continues to recover from a serious illness. These apologies 
were accepted. 
The Police, Borough and County councillors all sent apologies as they had been advised not to attend.
Legislation does encourage the use of technology for council meetings and therefore members wished to 

follow those guidelines.
Item 4 – Notice of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

Item 5 – Public Question Time.
There were no members of the public present. No concerns had been raised with the clerk by telephone or e-mail prior to the meeting.
Item 6 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from 28th July 2020 were formally signed by the chair as a true record of proceedings.

Item 7 – Matters Arising from the minutes of 28th July 2020.
· Traffic Calming.
Unfortunately, due to technical difficulties, the traffic calming report and slideshow which was submitted in June in preparation for working towards a rearranged meeting and site visit had not been received. A new date for a meeting will now be arranged with Margaret Bell and Graham Stanley and details fed back to the full council.
The issue of speeding of un-sheeted lorries along Harpers Lane from Hartshill Quarry has been discussed with a representative from the quarry and they would be willing to make a contribution towards the cost of a speed awareness camera capable of recording data.
The Hartshill parish clerk, police, borough and county councillors have all been made aware of the two recent incidents.
· Parish Website and Email communications.
Updating of the parish website is an ongoing process, and those councillors with email addresses have now reactivated their parish council accounts with the new hosting provider.
Emails are stored on a UK server and the system of copying in each other for better communication is working well. Paul had a personal system crash leaving him incommunicado for a couple of weeks, and the Clerks are awaiting the new laptops to sort out problems with their communications.
· Parish Council Laptops.
After examining the computer specifications provided by Mr J Arrowsmith; it was agreed that the council would purchase two Dell Inspiron 15 7000 laptops with Windows Pro and Office 365 along with monitors and wireless “mice”. 
· Quotations for trees
Quotations will be obtained for crown lifting and tree removal.
Items 8 & 9 – Reports from the Police, Borough and County Councillors.
Reports were not available from the police, borough and county councillors. 

The parish council have been made aware by parishioners of further drug related issues in both Mancetter and Ridge Lane, involving possible dealing and substance misuse. Residents were advised to report any concerns through to 101 but are reluctant due to fear of reprisals. The council will forward these concerns to the police on their behalf.
Item 10 – Correspondence.
Previously forwarded to councillors by email and will form the basis of agenda items as required.
Item 11– Any other Parish Business for Discussion – not covered in any other agenda points.

· Unitary Authority Feedback.
Mancetter hosted the Northern Area committee meeting attended by the Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk which met on 7th September, to provide feedback from a local council perspective on the proposed formation of a unitary authority. 
Two different approaches have been taken, with WCC favouring a single unitary authority, whereas NWBC along with the other borough and district councils would prefer two authorities defined by geographical location.
A report was submitted by Mancetter Parish Council, involving feedback from Mrs S Healy, which highlighted issues. This was fed into the consultation process and a subsequent Northern Area report to WALC.
· Future administrative and Clerical Arrangements.
Mrs K Meads continues to be an invaluable asset to the Parish Council since joining in 2011. She is still contracted for 5 hours a month to set up and record financial transactions including payroll, pensions and VAT reclaims. 
Importantly Karen offers advice and support based upon her experience.
From April 2021 Karen wishes to end her monthly contract with the council, but will consider an occasional consultancy/locum role depending upon circumstances.
The role of a Clerk has changed dramatically and is constantly evolving with more and more expectations and legal and financial responsibilities. The need for properly qualified local government trained clerks is important to maintain the service level required.

Now more than ever it is essential that the council is proactive in considering its future staffing requirements as it has a duty to fulfil its legal responsibilities.
This will be looked at in more detail at the next meeting.

· Review of Publication Schedule.
As part of the ongoing review of statutory documents and the updating of information on the parish council website, the publication schedule has been reviewed.

Following a query from a local borough councillor certain information has been amended on the website to explain more clearly the appropriate channels of communication.
· Representation on the Mancetter Memorial Hall Trustee Team.
During the coronavirus pandemic the clerk as a trustee of the hall has found herself increasingly facing a conflict of interest between the needs of the parish council and those of the memorial hall committee. Within the constitution of the hall a representative from the parish council is eligible to attend meetings but would not have trustee liabilities or voting rights. It was agreed that Mr H Blackburn would be the parish council representative with Mr T Hopkins in reserve.
Item 12 – Planning Matters and Current Applications.
· Update on building work and enforcement issues.
Councillors and residents have been liaising with NWBC regarding work taking place within the conservation area on the corner of Mill Lane. The planning department and enforcement officers have been asked to reassure the council and members of the public that what is taking place is permitted development due to its location opposite the picturesque setting of the village green and cemetery.
No further updates have been given by NWBC regarding developments along the canal despite the presence of a number of buildings.
· Draft Local Plan comments.
Mrs S Healy agreed to review the documentation and liaise with the clerk.

· PAP/2020/0439 Little Close Quarry Lane Mancetter – Certificate of lawfulness for erection of building and parking of construction site vehicles and plant.
Members of the Planning sub group met to discuss this application due to the complexity of historical information regarding the permissions and uses past and present of this piece of land.

The council have asked that a certificate of lawfulness is not granted and a fresh application made to clarify things. A vote of thanks was given to Mrs E Higgins for the research undertaken on behalf of the council. 
Item 13– Finance
a) Signing of Payments.
All cheques and bank payments were signed in accordance with the bank mandate. Due to the coronavirus, all paperwork is now delivered monthly for councillor signatures to avoid the requirement for papers to be passed around at meetings. 
b) Provision within reserves for COVID-19  related expenditure.
It was proposed by Mrs S Healy and agreed unanimously that a sum of up to £1,000 be earmarked for financial support and the ongoing purchase of PPE products. This will be made available from April 2021 through the Grant process, to support local community groups in Mancetter and Ridge Lane.
c) Budget requests outside of normal expenditure.
Other than the proposed support relating to the impact of COVID-19, the ongoing 2020 projects for traffic calming and the cemetery railings will continue. Consideration will need to be given to future staffing costs.

d) Confirmation of NJC pay scales.
Agreement has now been reached for a 2% uplift on the current pay scales equating to approximately £25 per month.
e) Financial approval for cemetery railing refurbishment.
Following on from the last meeting a further estimate of £2640.00 + VAT has been received from Eagledale to repair 11 x 3 metre sections of railings and also the single gate by Gramer cottages. 

By cutting off the back stay but leaving the base in situe, a substantial amount of money will be saved, along with the possibility of reusing some of the hoops from railings only requiring repair at the base.

With their proven standard of workmanship, careful attention to access and heritage experience it was agreed unanimously for Eagledale to be awarded the contract for the repair.
Mr P Kelly will project manage the work liaising closely with the clerk regarding the conservation area and forthcoming funerals.

Item 14– Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.
Due to the discussion of exempt information regarding individual residents, a summary of the general points is listed below:
· Cemetery Rules will be amended to further clarify the environmental burial policy that brick lined graves and metal non -biodegradable caskets will not be permitted and that graves should be of a standard size due to its location in the conservation area.
· The risk assessment will include monitoring the condition of the shed.

· The Clerk will be given authority within the financial regulations to make a payment of over £500.00 in the case of the reimbursement of a prepaid burial plot in certain circumstances on production of the appropriate information.
Item 15 – Footpaths.
A local landowner has been given some rights of way signage and official saffron yellow marker paint to refresh rights of way markers on footpaths.

The Contract for maintaining certain rights of way within the parish will be reviewed at the next council meeting.

Item 16 - Date of next meeting: Tuesday 24th November 2020 at 7pm.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.
Signed        
Date: 

